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PUPIL  

PROGRESSION 

PLAN MEETING 

November 1 

1400 Camp Street 

6:00 p.m. 

 

Eeastbank 

PTO Meeting 

November 10 

6:00 p.m. 

 

Westbank  

PTO Meeting 

November 17 

6:00 p.m. 

 

No After School 
Care 

November 22 

 

Thanksgiving Break 

November 23 – 25 

 

Classes Resume 

November 28 

 

 

502 Olivier Street 

New Orleans, LA 70114 

Dear ISL Families, 

 

 In the last issue of the Polyglot I spoke about strong 

academics at ISL. As our number one tenet, we remain stead-

fastly committed to ensuring that all students at ISL receive the 

best education possible. This month I will talk about our 2nd 

tenet, which is Language Immersion.  

 There are several definitions of language immersion. 

At ISL it means that students in kindergarten through 5th grade 

receive more than half of their daily instruction in either French 

or Spanish. More specifically, students in kindergarten and first 

grade receive nearly 90% of their instruction in the target lan-

guage, while some 70% of instruction is in the target language 

for 2nd through 5th grade. In middle school (6th through 8th), 

two of the four core subjects are taught in the target language.  Immersion is not about teaching the 

language but about communicating and learning through the language.  

 The benefits of a language immersion education are multiple.  In addition to the social and 

economic advantages of bilingualism, immersion learners show  increased cognitive ability, exhibit-

ing greater nonverbal problem-solving skills and more flexible thinking.  Three decades of studies 

consistently show that immersion students achieve as well as or better than non-immersion students 

on standardized tests that measure verbal and mathematics skills administered in English (Cloud, 

Genesee, & Hamayan, 2000; Genesee, 1987).    
 As testament to the effectiveness of both language immersion and a challenging education, 

ISL student scores on state standardized tests consistently exceed state averages.  Though core aca-

demic content is delivered in either French or Spanish and state tests are administered entirely in 

English, 100% of ISL 8th grade students meet the Department of Education's promotional stand-

ards, compared to an average of 73% in other New Orleans area public schools.  At ISL our student's 

not only learn another language, but they learn to have a world view - they see themselves as part of 

global community that values and appreciates diversity. 

 Speaking of appreciation...This month I’d also like to mention the fine work of our Food 

Service department.  The Food Service team works diligently to serve the most nutritious meals 

available for our students. Melissa, Martha, Anastasia, Yvonne, and Brenda make a concerted effort 

to serve meals that are appealing, appetizing and delicious. I’m often get inquiries from other 

schools, asking who does our food.  I proudly say, "ISL’s food service department is the best." I be-

lieve we have an "A" class food service team at ISL. They are one more reason ISL is "the 

Best".  Our monthly menu is listed here in Polyglot.  We invite you to make an appointment with 

your child to have lunch. I'm sure they'll enjoy your company. 

 

In Service, 

 

 

 

Sean Wilson, CEO/Head of School 

 

 

 
  

ISL IN THE COMMUNITY  

Please Join Us At The Following Events 

On Saturday, November 19 from 9 a.m. until 1 p.m. ISL will participate in 

Semaine Francaise’s Education Fair.  This event is free and open to the public.   

Tulane University/ Business School 

Godring/Woldenberg   7 McAlister Dr 

For more information visit : http://www.consulfrance-nouvelleorleans.org/ 

AROUND ISL 

ISL Library Dedication  

On Thursday, October 6, 2011 in recognition of National Library Day, ISL dedicated its Eastbank Library to Zohra 

Bekkouche Rabahi.  For several years Ms. Rabahi was a suportive presence in ISL offering encouragement and warm 

embraces, as needed, to ISL staff and children alike.   Because of her long term commitment to global education and 

to ISL, the International School of Louisiana’s library is now the Zohra Bekkouche Rabahi Library of  International 

Learning. 



EASTBANK 

November 10-PTO Meeting    November 17-PTO Steering Meeting (PJ’s Coffee Shop 5:45 PM) 

The Eastbank PTO is still looking for Committee Chairs and Co-Chairs for upcoming events and 
activities.  If you are interested or need information, please email Stacey at islebpto@isl-edu.org. 

WESTBANK 

November 17-PTO Meeting 

The Westbank PTO is sill looking for volunteers for upcoming events and activities.  If you are 
interested or need information, please contact Robin at rbordelon@isl-edu.org. 

Do you have a child entering Kindergarten for the 2012-13 Academic Year? 
If you plan on registering a sibling for the 2012-13 Academic year, please email ISL Admissions Coordinator Mary Ma-
rascalco at mmarascalco@isl-edu.org.  Space estimates are being allotted for current ISL families. Please make sure to 
include in the email the campus and target language that you are interested in.  Sibling are not placed in the lottery 
but an application must be submitted and meet all admissions standards. 

Fridge Art Gala Planning Committee 
ISL Parents are invited to attend the first Fridge Art Planning Committee Meeting.  The 2012 Fridge Art Event will be 
held on Sunday, March 25th at the Foundry (located in the Warehouse District). We are looking for help in the following 
areas: Silent Auction, Publicity, Event Set-up, etc.   The meeting will be held on Wednesday, November 2, 2011 from 
5:30pm - 6:30pm at the ISL Cafeteria (Eastbank). Parents are asked to come and share ideas and resources to help make 
the next Fridge Art Fundraiser a big success! For any questions about the Fridge Art Event or Committee Plans, please 
call Tiffany Carter, ISL Development at 504-274-4588 or e-mail her at tcarter@isl-edu.org  
 

Family Annual Fund 
Tina Haines Brown will be chairing the International School of Louisiana’s Family Annual Fund!  She is looking for vol-
unteers to help her spread the word to our ISL Families.  If you are interested in helping with the Family Annual Fund, 
please contact Tiffany Carter at the Development Department via email at tcarter@isl-edu.org or via telephone at 

Advertising 

Advertising space is now 

available at ISL.  For 

more information please 

contact Karla Rivera at 

the Development Depart-

ment via email at  

krivera@isl-edu.org or via phone at 504.579.4547. 

 

                                        

We Would Like to Thank Our Advertisers 

Important Information from the Finance Department 
ϝϝ ![[ h¦¢{¢!b5LbD Lb±hL/9{ !w9 5¦9 ϝϝ  

You can pay your bills online by entering the following link on your browser: www.isl-edu.org/isl-family-connections 

Account statements are sent home the first week of every month  in students’ backpacks or communications folder.  Pay-
ments may be made in in cash, check, money order, credit or debit card, and online.  Automatic credit or debit card with-
drawals are also available.  If you have any questions concerning invoices, please contact Sal Lara at 504.934.4894 or 
slara@isl-edu.org.           

Dates to Remember: November 5  - 21st Century, Full Time Prime Time and Early Bird Payment Due     

                                    November 15 - All other balances are due 
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